What You Need to Know When Choosing a PRO

 

ASCAP, The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
Launched: 1914
Official site: ASCAP.com
Twitter: @ASCAP
Location: New York, London, Miami, Puerto Rico, Los Angeles, Nashville, Atlanta
Vitals: With a 500,000-strong membership of composers, songwriters, lyricists, and music publishers, this non-profit is, according to its website, the only American PRO created and controlled by composers, writers, and music publishers—its Board of Directors is elected by its members. “A music creator is like a small business,” reads ASCAP’s website, “and we exist to ensure that ASCAP members are paid promptly and fairly when their compositions are performed publicly.”
Notable affiliates: Justin Timberlake, Vampire Weekend, Duke Ellington, Dave Matthews, George Gershwin, Stevie Wonder, Beyonce, Marc Anthony, Henry Mancini
Fee: One-time fee of $50 as a writer (free when you sign up through Songtrust) and $50 as a publisher.
Publishing Companies: In order to collect your publisher’s share of royalties as an ASCAP member, you need to have an ASCAP publishing company (Becoming a Songtrust member will also allow you to collect your publisher’s share).

ASCAP Payment System

Keeping Track of Performances

Each year, ASCAP processes hundreds of billions of performances of ASCAP music in the 700,000+ broadcast and live venues we license, throughout the country. Whenever it is economically sensible, ASCAP will conduct a census survey, or complete count, of performances in a medium. We're able to count all performances in a medium when the cost of collecting and processing accurate data is a low enough percentage of the licensing revenue that the medium generates. 
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Where a census survey is impractical, we conduct a sample survey designed to be a statistically accurate representation of performances in a medium. All times of the day, all days of the year, every region of the country and all types and sizes of stations are represented in the ASCAP sample surveys. The greater the fee a licensee pays us, the more often that licensee is sampled. For example, a radio station that pays ASCAP $20,000 in license fees is sampled twice as often as a station that pays us $10,000.

Pay Schedule: 
ASCAP Distribution Schedule 

Approximate Check and Statement Release Dates
	2016 Dates 
	Distribution Type 
	Performance Period 

	Tuesday, July 5, 2016 
	Domestic Writers
	October, November & December 2015 (4Q15)

	Monday, August 8, 2016 
	International Distribution
	

	Friday, September 16, 2016 
	Domestic Publishers
	January, February & March 2016 (1Q16)

	Monday, October 3, 2016 
	Domestic Writers
	January, February & March 2016 (1Q16)

	Monday, November 7, 2016 
	International Distribution
	

	Friday, December 16, 2016 
	Domestic Publishers
	April, May & June 2016 (2Q16)




	2017 Dates 
	Distribution Type 
	Performance Period 

	Tuesday, January 3, 2017 
	Domestic Writers
	April, May & June 2016 (2Q16)
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BMI, Broadcast Music, Inc.
Launched: 1939
Official site: BMI.com
Twitter: @BMI
Location: Nashville, New York, Los Angeles, London, Atlanta, Miami, Puerto Rico
Vitals: Founded by radio executives as a non-profit, BMI now boasts more than 650,000 members. According to its website, “BMI is the bridge between songwriters and the businesses and organizations that play their music publicly…BMI serves as an advocate for the value of music, representing 8.5 million musical works created and owned by more than 650,000 songwriters, composers and music publishers.”
Notable affiliates: Mariah Carey, Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift, Eminem, Rihanna, Maroon 5, Sam Cooke, Willie Nelson, Dolly Parton
Fee: Free for songwriters, $150 as a publisher
Publishing Companies: You do not need a publishing company to collect your publisher’s share of royalties at BMI.

Pay Schedule: BMI pays royalties quarterly. 
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BMI Live distributions occur quarterly. See the payment distribution schedule below. 

	PERFORMANCES BETWEEN
	ENTERED BY
	PAYMENT

	October 1, 2015 - March 31, 2016 
	June 30, 2016 
	September 2016 

	January 1, 2016 - June 30, 2016
	September 30, 2016
	January 2017

	April 1, 2016 - September 30, 2016 
	December 21, 2016 
	March 2017 

	July 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016 
	March 31, 2017 
	June 2017 

	October 1, 2016 - March 31, 2017 
	June 30, 2017 
	September 2017 


 


SESAC
Launched: 1930
Official site: SESAC.com
Twitter: @SESAC
Location: New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Miami, London, Nashville
Vitals: SESAC is the only PRO in the U.S. that is not open to all songwriters; instead, you must receive an invitation to join. SESAC represents over 400,000 songs on behalf of its 30,000 affiliated writers. “With an international reach and a vast repertory that spans virtually every genre of music, SESAC is the fastest growing and most technologically adept of the nation’s performing rights companies,” reads the SESAC site. Note: the SESAC abbreviation is, today, meaningless; the organization was originally founded to serve European composers underrepresented in America before branching out to become a full service PRO.
Notable affiliates: Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond, Cassandra Wilson, Rush, MGMT, Mumford and Sons (via PRS).
Fee: None (invitation only to join).

Pay Schedule: 
Domestic Royalty Payments
Royalty payments for performances in the U.S. are distributed approximately ninety days following the end of the calendar quarter in which a performance occurs, provided that we have received all registration requirements necessary to make a proper royalty distribution.

	Performances Occurring Between
	Are Distributed On or Around

	January 1 – March 31 (Qtr 1)
	June 30

	April 1- June 30 (Qtr 2)
	September 30

	July 1 – September 30 (Qtr 3)
	December 31

	October 1 – December 31 (Qtr 4)
	March 31 (next year)


Foreign Royalty Payments
Distributions of royalties received from foreign performance rights societies for performances occurring in their respective territories are distributed approximately 180 days after the close of the calendar quarter in which those royalties are received.

	Royalties Received from Foreign 
Societies Between
	Are Distributed On or Around

	January 1 – March 31
	September 30

	April 1- June 30
	December 31

	July 1 – September 30
	March 31 (next year)

	October 1 – December 31
	June 30 (next year)



If the foreign or domestic royalty earnings total less than $50.00 in any quarter, we will hold those amounts until subsequent royalty earnings for your account accrue to greater than $50.00 in either category. No paper royalty statements will be mailed until the accumulated royalties are greater than $50.00. 
SESAC Monthly Radio Royalty Payments
SESAC has launched a landmark development for songwriters and publishers with MONTHLY radio royalty payments.
 
The schedule for the acceleration of domestic/terrestrial radio performance payments will run as follows:
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Following Months Around
January April 30
February May 31
March June 30
April July 31
May August 31
June September 30
July October 31
August November 30
September December 31
October January 31
November February 28

December March 31




	
	ASCAP
	BMI
	SESAC

	Stands for:
	American Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers
	Broadcast Music Incorporated
	Formerly Society of European Stage Authors & Composers

	Founded:
	1914
	1940
	1930

	Leadership:
	Member elected Board of Directors; President/Chairman traditionally a songwriter
	Corporate
	Corporate

	Profit status
	Not-for-profit
	Not-for-profit
	For profit

	Tracking systems
	Sample & census survey radio; cue sheets TV; direct reporting venue
	Sample survey radio; cue sheets TV; direct reporting venue
	Census survey radio; cue sheets TV; direct reporting venue

	Technology tracking system
	Mediaguide - subsidiary of ASCAP
	Landmark Digital Services - subsidiary of BMI
	BDS fingerprinting

	Fees for writers
	One time $50 sign up fee (plus pub fee)
	No fees (does have fee for pub)
	No fees

	Terms
	1 year
	2 years for writers
5 years for publishers
	3 years

	Pay 
	Quarterly
	Quarterly
	Quarterly - monthly

	Benefits
	Discounts on music related events books, software, insurance, education, gear
	Same
	Same

	Predominant genre(s) represented
	Classical, pop, rock, country, Latin, urban, musical theater workshops
	Pop, rock, country, Latin, urban, Christian
	Americana, folk, Latin, urban, country, rock, Christian


